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Abstract

Although the study of space policy remains rather descriptive and undertheorized, important
progress has been made to the extent that there is already a growing literature examining
certain aspects of space activities from an International Relations (IR) theory perspective,
reflecting the broader surge of interest in the utilization of space for civilian, military, and
commercial purposes. In this regard, this is the first systematic attempt to outline this
emerging and vibrant multidisciplinary subfield of IR. In doing so, it covers a substantial body
of research on the politics of space that builds on realism, liberalism, constructivism, Marxism,
critical theory, poststructuralism, feminism and gender studies, postcolonialism, and
eclecticism. The study also discusses a distinctive approach concerned with examining the
process of space policy decision-making at different levels of analysis, what can be called
“Space Policy Analysis (SPA).” The study concludes by briefly considering possible avenues for
future research.
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